
Barton AAP - Update - June 2012
(Notes by JR are in italics)At the moment the scheme is with the Planning Inspector.  She has had a Pre-Hearing Meeting, at which she set out what is to happen during the Inquiry.  She has also produced lists of questions addressed to the city council (see the city planning website under Hot Planning Topics / BAAP Examination page / BAAP Examination Library / BAAP documents added post-submission).The most important document to read is "CD 7.8 Inspector's Note No 3 - Main Matters: Issues and Questions".  This details a lot of questions that the Inspector requires the city council to answer in order to prove that the proposals for the BAAP are "sound". She calls for a lot of hard evidence to back up statements in the plan.From these documents, and others,  various facts, ideas and assumptions seem to be included in the current proposals.- the city council is the landowner, the planning authority and is in partnership with the developer, Grosvenor Estates, which is part of the Duke of Westminster's holdings.  This should enable it to move forward fairly fast, but it has to justify its proposals to the planning inspector.- the Inspector will report later, but the actual date has not been given.  Possibly by the end of the year?  It could take the council quite a time to answer some of the questions.- the city council does not legally have to carry out the inspector's report, but if it did not it would require extremely good reasons not to.  In reality it is sure to adopt it.- the scheme will go to an Outline Planning Application in 2013.  (Outline  
applications tend to include a drawing showing roads and house sites etc, but not  
detailed designs for houses- elsewhere on the web site a date for start on site is given as 2013. This is clearly now unrealistic.  On the developer's web site 2014 is given.  Bearing in mind the number of issues raised, it would seem likely that this might be put back even further.- A six-year construction schedule is being assumed, with work done in phases. 
(One would assume that infrastructure works: the road junctions, services  
diversions, and re-location of existing facilities would be done first.)- the number of houses proposed is currently 822.  But no plan has been published to justify this figure.- the overhead power lines across the site will be moved to underground.- on 27 July RSA Geotechics will begin a two-week program of boreholes and excavations to check the ground below the site, including below the sports pitches.  (There is contaminated fill in some places).



- the County Council objects to the City's proposal for a 40 mph speed limit and are proposing a 50 mph limit.  (One would imagine that a 50 mph limit near  
housing would require the installation of a noise barrier.  Setting houses back far  
enough might waste too much of the site.) - the primary vehicle access will be a new signal-controlled at-grade left in/left out, right in/right out junction or roundabout on the A40 ring road towards the western end of the site. The new junction will incorporate  emergency vehicle only movements between the development site and Northway and between the ring-road and Northway. - 40% of the housing will be "affordable".  This is less than the council's normal requirement of 50%, but at the latter the development is deemed to be unviable.- there are no details yet of the Stoke Place road crossing.  An underpass would seem to be very likely, particularly on a 50 mph road..  An underpass is proposed for the new site entry road junction. - the Ruskin proposals have been removed from the BAAP proposals.  Now the inspector is asking the city to justify the removal.
- end -


